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English III Honors – Summer Reading Assignment 
 
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

 
Summary of the Work: 

 
The Glass Castle is a poignant memoir about a dysfunctional but lively family, told from the perspective of the second 
daughter of four children. Jeannette Walls is three years old when the story begins and well into her 
adult life when it ends. Her parents, Rex and Rose Mary Walls, are troubled people who struggle with their own issues 
while trying to raise four children. Neither parent can hold down a job for any length of time. They move 
around with their children until they finally settle in Welch, West Virginia. 

 
In Welch, near Rex’s family, they live in squalid conditions. From the time Jeannette and her siblings are young, though, 
their father has grand plans to build the Glass Castle, taking out his blueprints and showing his ornate design of their 
home. As the kids get older, they lose faith in their father ever building the Glass Castle, but he does teach them to 
have dreams. Each child escapes to New York City to realize his or her dreams the way their father didn’t. 

 
*Prout, Q uicklet. 

 
Assignments:  There are two parts to your summer reading assignment.  These should be typed, printed, and submitted 
at the beginning of class on  the first day of the semester.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  You may also share 
your document with your teacher with Google docs. 

 
Part I: Pre-reading 
English III is a survey of American literature. As such, in class we will discuss the elements that define America/being 
American. Similarly, we will work on tracing and examining these characteristics through various works of literature.  As 
such, prior to reading The Glass Castle you need to develop a paragraph or two that explains your personal definition of 
being an American in the 21st century. How and why were these characteristics formed? What are some examples you see 
in our world that help support these claims? Remember that a paragraph should be a minimum of 5-8 well-developed 
sentences.) 

 
Part II: Journal/Quotation Analysis 

 
As you read The Glass Castle, you are to keep a dialectical reading journal. In this journal, you will record quotations that 
seem significant to you, and then write comments in which you analyze the significance of the quote. As this is an American 
literature course, you should look for quotes that reflect some of the traits that you deem to be “uniquely American.” These 
include (but are not limited to): 

● a spirit of independence 
● the idea of the self-made man 
● the pursuit of the American Dream 
● the quest for adventure and exploring new frontiers 
● self-reliance
● optimism in the face of adversity 

 
In addition to focusing on these topics, you can choose a quote that: 

● reveals a significant trait of a character 
● helps develop a theme or motif 
● contributes to the tone of the novel 
● creates humor 



You will then respond to the quote by proving commentary that: 
● makes a connection to something in your own life experience 
● asks a question 
● makes a prediction 
● makes a comparison to today’s attitudes and culture 
● analyzes the passage for deeper meaning 

 
Lastly, determine what literary devices the author is using in the passage.  Is she using imagery, juxtaposition to make a 
comparison, or perhaps a metaphor to make a comparison? 

 
Try to select quotations that cover the spectrum of options. Do not simply compare every passage to your own life. 

Requirements: 
● You must have at least 15 entries.  You may copy and paste the chart at the end of this document, or you may 

create your own in a Google doc or Word document. 
● Entries must be drawn from all parts of the novel. You must include an entry on the last chapter and discuss 

the relevance of the ending. 
● Commentary must focus on interpretation or analysis, NOT summary. 
● When appropriate, the commentary should identify the trait or topic of focus (i.e.: the pursuit of the American 

Dream reveals character.) You can simply use this phrase in your commentary and bold face the type. 
● A printout of the assignment must be handed in on the first day of class. 

 
**Part III:  There will be a test and a Socratic Seminar the first week of class.  You will not be successful with either of 
these if you have not read the book.   Simply watching the movie will not prepare you for the assignments. 

 
Example: Below are a few sample entries to use as a guide, 
 
Create your own table (insert, then table) to make your dialectical journal in this fashion. 
 

Chapter/Page  Passage Commentary  Evidence of Literary Device 
Used and Its Purpose 

1. Chapter 2 pg. 9  The author is cooking hot 
dogs.  
“But at that moment, I was 
wearing the dress to cook 
hot dogs, watching the 
swell and bob in the boiling 
water as the late-morning 
sunlight filtered in through 
the trailer’s small 
kitchenette window.” 

This passage is revealing the 
author’s self-sufficiency.  
She realizes in her 
household she cannot count 
on her parents for even the 
basics of her young life. 

The author uses imagery in 
this passage.  The reader 
can visualize this young girl 
cooking the hot dogs 
because of the descriptive 
language the author uses. 

2. Chapter 2 pg. 15 Jeannette, home from the 
hospital, is again cooking 
hot dogs. 
“Good for you,” Mom 
said…”you can’t live in fear 
of something as basic as 
fire.” 

I have noticed that fire is 
mentioned repeatedly, as 
Jeannette passes her finger 
through the candle’s flame 
and watches the bigger 
blazes until she feels hot on 
her face.  Apparently this 
motif is significant. 

Possibly foreshadowing?  
(Come back to complete the 
answer). 
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English IV Honors Summer 
Reading Assignment Havelock 

High School 2020-21 
 
 

Assignment 1 of 3: Read the novel 1984 by George Orwell.  Be prepared for a reading check 
test on the first day of class. 

 

Book Synopsis: 
Written in 1948, 1984 was George Orwell’s chilling prophecy about the future.  And while 1984 has come and 
gone, his dystopian vision of a government that will do anything to control the narrative is timelier than ever... 
“The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears. It was their final, most essential command.” 
Winston Smith toes the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy the demands of the Ministry of Truth. With each 
lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that seeks power for its own sake and persecutes those who dare 
to commit thoughtcrimes. But as he starts to think for himself, Winston can’t escape the fact that Big Brother is 
always watching. 

 
A startling and haunting vision of the world, 1984 is so powerful that it is completely convincing from start to 
finish. No one can deny the influence of this novel, its hold on the imaginations of multiple generations of 
readers, or the resiliency of its admonitions—a legacy that seems only to grow with the passage of time (Source: 
Amazon.com) 

 
 
 

Assignment 2 of 3: Socratic Seminar 
ü   Prepare for a Socratic Seminar by answering the questions that follow.  Your answers should be 

thorough and should include a minimum of  two pieces of textual evidence to support your thinking. 
 

ü   Most questions refer to the text and then include a second question that connects the text to the real 
world. 

 
ü   The key to a successful Socratic Seminar is an abundance of textual references.  For each piece of 

evidence, include the page number. 
 

ü   Our Socratic Seminar will happen during the first week of class.  Answers should be hand-written or 
typed.  Answers that do not have evidence or that do not include page numbers will not receive credit. 
A  hard copy of your responses is due on the first day of class. 

 

 
1984 Socratic Discussion Questions 
1. What is the goal of Newspeak and how does it function in the novel? How is language important to freedom? 

 
2. What is free thought? Is free thought different from free speech? 

 
3. Why does Big Brother  forbid reading and writing for pleasure?  Is independent thought dangerous? Defend 
your answer. 

 
4. How does the Ministry of Truth, which Winston control the past? Does revisionism exist today? Do you agree 
with Orwell that knowledge of history, which Winston is particularly concerned with, is powerful? Explain your 
answer. 

 
5. In what ways does technology help The Party control Oceania? How does technology function today through 
television, radio, phones, cameras, satellites, and the internet? Is it used for good or evil? 



6. Why does Winston stop himself from saying what he actually believes, and why does he maintain great control 
over his facial expressions?  Does a form of “thoughtcrime” exist in our society today? Explain your response. 
 
7. Winston resides in London which has become dilapidated in some areas but some technologies have advanced 
(especially re: surveillance). Why do YOU believe this shift has occurred in this dystopic world? 

 
8. What aspects of individual lives  are unfairly controlled by the government of Oceania?  What is the acceptable 
balance between government control and individual freedom when an individual’s privacy issues are at play? 

 
9. What personal freedoms are sacrificed for the sake of Big Brother?   Should citizens be prepared to give up 
personal freedoms and privacy during a national crisis? 

 
10. Create your own question to answer and discuss. 

 

 
 
 

Assignment  3  of  3:   Gather  five  articles  from  different  reliable  sources  regarding  the  use  of 
technology  in  modern  society.    These  articles  should  specifically  address  privacy  issues  and  examples  of 
“intrusive” technology (ie:  drones, phones with GPS, etc.) 

 
Print out the articles and prepare a written summary of each.   Find articles that represent both positive and 
negative views.   These articles and your summaries are due on the first day of class and will be 
discussed and shared during the first week of class. 
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------AP Language and Composition (AP English III) Summer Reading Assignment Begins Here---- 
 
AP Language and Composition (AP English III) 
Summer Reading Assignment 2020-21 

 
Welcome! As a student in AP Language and Composition at Havelock High School, you are expected to complete 
a summer reading assignment by reading two AP-level novels. You may purchase the books or check the books 
out from a local library. On the first day of class, all assignments are due, and there will be a test on the two 
novels. 

 
Assignment 1: 
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

 
On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter family were savagely 
murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces. There was no apparent motive for the 
crime, and there were almost no clues.  As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that 
led to the capture, trial, and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and astonishing 
empathy. In  Cold  Blood is  a  work  that  transcends  its  moment,  yielding  poignant  insights  into  the  nature  
of American violence.  (Amazon.com) 

 
1. Bring a copy of the novel the first day of class. 

 
2. Throughout the book, create an Annotation Journal in a table form (insert, then table) in 

which you complete the following: a. Choose one theme in the book and find at least 
5 significant quotations with page numbers that support the theme you chose in the 
book and provide insightful commentary.  (Commentary is NOT just summarizing!)  
List the theme first, and then label your five quotes and commentary appropriately. 

 
b.  Determine  the  author’s  purpose  in  the  book  and  find  at  least 3  significant  quotations  with  page 
numbers that serve as textual evidence of the author’s purpose you chose and explain the significance. 
List the author’s purpose first, and then label your three quotes and commentary appropriately. 

 
c. Determine the author’s style and find at least 2 PASSAGES (4-5 sentence passage) with page numbers 
that  represent  the  author’s  style  you chose  and  explain how  it  is  effective  in achieving  the  author’s 
overall purpose. (Author’s style refers to word choice, tone, mood, sensory language, rhetorical devices, 
syntax, etc. Please research further if you are unaware of this concept.)  List the author’s style, and then 
label your two passages and commentary appropriately. 

 
Assignment 2: 
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

 
One of the most important and enduring books of the twentieth century, Their Eyes Were Watching God brings 
to life a Southern love story with the wit and pathos found only in the writing of Zora Neale Hurston. Out of print 
for almost thirty years—due largely to initial audiences’ rejection of its strong black female protagonist— 
Hurston’s classic has since its 1978 reissue become perhaps the most widely read and highly acclaimed novel in 
the canon of African-American literature.  (Amazon.com) 

 



1.  Bring a copy of the novel to class the first day of class. 
 
2. Throughout the book, create an organized and neatly typed Annotation Journal in which you complete the 
following: 

a. Choose one theme and find at least 5 significant quotations with page numbers that support the theme you  
chose in the book and provide insightful commentary.  (Commentary is NOT just summarizing!)  List the  
theme first, and then label your five quotes and commentary appropriately. 

 
b. Determine the author’s purpose in the book and find at least 3 significant quotations 
with page numbers that serve as textual evidence of the author’s purpose you chose 
and explain the significance.  List the author’s purpose first, and then label your three 
quotes and commentary appropriately. 

 
c. Determine the author’s style and find at least 2 PASSAGES (4-5 sentence passage) with page numbers 
that  represent  the  author’s  style  you chose  and  explain how  it  is  effective  in achieving  the  author’s 
overall purpose. (Author’s style refers to word choice, tone, mood, sensory language, rhetorical devices, 
syntax, etc. Please research further if you are unaware of this concept.)  List the author’s style, and then 
label your two passages and commentary appropriately. 

 
Assignment 3: 
Print and complete a Major Works Data Sheet for Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. 

 
Assignment 4: 
Find and identify examples of the following rhetorical devices in the novel Their Eyes Were Watching God.  Write 
down the quote that illustrates the device, and then write an explanation of what the device achieves in the 
book.  If you are not familiar with the rhetorical devices/terms, do some research and familiarize yourself with 
their definitions and how they work. 

•   Allusion 
•   Metaphor 
•   Parallelism 
•   Colloquialism 
•   Tone 
•   Anaphora 

 
There will be additional assignments dealing with both books the first and/or second week of school. 

 
 
 
Assignment 5 
Test on both books on the first day of class. 

 

 
Click link for Major Works Data Sheet 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sd38tO6OjIrFegnlgia2_B1k4hzsmfCo-
0at8mIO07Y/edit 

 
------------------------AP English III Reading Assignment ends here------------------------- 
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Greetings to My AP Literature Class of the 2020-2021 School Year! 

Welcome to your Senior year! What adventures lay ahead of you as you embark on your final journey of 
high school. I am so excited to teach all of you, and am certainly looking forward to seeing all that you will 
accomplish in AP Literature and Composition in the upcoming school year. Your school year piggybacks off of 
what is certainly the strangest school ending of my career; let’s plan to start this one off a little more neatly   

 So, what should you expect from a university-level English class? Well, you can expect, of course, to do 
plenty of reading and writing—to the tune of 60ish pages a week--but don’t run for the hills yet! In my class you 
can expect to really “hear” literary works. You can expect to find pieces of yourself in the lives of the characters 
you will encounter. You will have the ability to challenge yourselves, your opinions, and your interpretations, for 
it is through challenges that we grow. You can expect to mature, to act, to speak, and even color in this class--
sometimes. Through the written word, students, we will make bright and beautiful things happen within the four 
walls of our classroom. It’s going to be awesome, y’all!  

 While I expect you to take these next couple months and enjoy your summer and time off in the sunshine, I 
will require you to do a summer assignment; you will find your summer assignment on the next page. It is due on 
the first day of class. I should go ahead and warn you that I do not take late work; therefore, make sure you get it 
taken care of. As college-level thinkers, I will hold you to those standards in terms of your work ethic and 
accountability. Make these assignments AWESOME! I want to see YOU and your unique voice in all the work 
you produce; remember that this assignment is the first impression I will have of you—I expect excellence.  

 I’ll end this informative letter with a little quote to guide you through your summer. It’s by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson—he’s one of my faves   

“All of life is an experiment; the more experiments you make, the better.” 

Can’t wait to start teaching you!!  

Until August 17th, or whenever this course takes place,  

Mrs. Harrison 

 

Summer 2020 Assignments 

Books to Read: 

-The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

-The Road by Cormac McCarthy 

 

Assignment 1: The Handmaid’s Tale 
 
This novel has always been one of my absolute favorites to read; I think it speaks highly of a culture that values 
gender over work ethic and inner strength; it also speaks to some of the themes our nation is currently living. 
Please note that this course is a university-level course; this book is tough in terms of writing style and content 
within it; if you have questions—reach out! Once you’ve read it… 



 
Please create for me some kind of visual for this novel; it can take many forms. 
Some ideas may be: 

● Making a 3D model of a character from the novel. These should be textually accurate, meaning that if the 
novel says a character has brown eyes, the model should reflect that. Along with this model should be a 
one-page write up that discusses the purpose of this character in the novel as whole; what was Atwood’s 
purpose in including them? What themes/symbols/messages do they connect with? Be thorough. 

● A grab bag containing 8-10 items that depict key messages, themes, or points of the novel. Each item 
should have a typed description explaining why it serves as an important factor in the novel. 

● Filming a trailer for a movie version of the novel; this should be edited and be at least 2 minutes long. 
● Anything else that is visual in some way. 

 
I am open to other possibilities for your assignment. While this visual should be more in-depth and analytical than 
a book poster, if you would like to run an idea by me, feel free to email me at maegan.harrison@cravenk12.org. 
 

Assignment 2: The Road 
This novel pairs nicely with The Handmaid’s Tale for a few reasons, but mainly I think it focuses on the male 
perspective of the world post-apocalypse. I love the way it juxtaposes the plot points of The Handmaid’s Tale, 
which is written through the lens of a female narrator. It can be a little graphic at parts and the author’s writing 
style is quite unique, so if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask. 
 
For this novel, you are going to write a well-developed essay about one of the themes in the novel. Discuss 
instances in the book where this theme is portrayed, along with quotes from the text that illustrate the impact of the 
theme on the text. This essay should track even the evolution of the theme across the text. Remember! This is my 
first impression of your writing ability—do your best! This essay needs to be at least 3 pages in length. Do not 
merely summarize the plot; I want analysis. 
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